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       Hello everyone! Happy New Year! We all 

had a good time at the Christmas parade and 

followed it up with a great Christmas luncheon. 

Thanks to everyone that participated! 

    2026 is the 100th anniversary of Route 66 Highway. 

Connie has planned our drives for this year to be on 

or about Route 66. We will be visiting roadside      

attractions, museums, celebrations, and eating at  

restaurants made famous by the 66 Highway. There 

will also be some overnight trips planned. It will be 

an exciting year for Route 66 and our club. I hope 

that everyone will take time to come along and enjoy 

the tours with us. The more, the merrier! 

    We will start the new year with our club meeting 

on January 10th, at 9:30am at our usual meeting 

place, the Golden Corral near 74th and Penn. Our first 

board meeting of the year is on January 12th. It starts 

at 11am and will be followed by lunch. The board 

meeting place is still at Johnnies Charcoal Grill on 

Northwest Expressway.  

I will see you all in 2026! 

Thanks,                                                                                                         

Earl Claybaugh, President  
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Oklahoma City                                                                    
_________________ 

Board Meeting                                                                                  
January 12 
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              There is no Parliamentarian Report this month as there                                             
was no Board Meeting in December.  

The Purpose of our Club is to promote the preservation, restoration, and          

enjoyment of all Ford Motor Company vehicles that were manufactured between 

1932 and 1953.  

Owning a Ford Flathead is not a requirement for membership. Attend one of        

our club meeting and decide for yourself if we are for you. Dues are $30.00 a 

year.                                                                                                                                                               

Our application is located at the back of this newsletter and on our website,  

www.earlyfordv8okc.com                                                      

In accordance with local and national by-laws, members of a regional group 

must also maintain membership in the National Club. An application can be found 

on their website, www.earlyfordv8club.org 

Club Meetings 

The Club meets at 9:30 am the 2nd  
Saturday of the month.                   
Golden Corral                                                   
1501 SW 74th Street                                         
Oklahoma City. 

~~~ 
The Board meets at 11:00 am the 
Monday after the club meeting. 
Johnnie’s Charcoal Broiler                               
6629 NW Expressway                                       
Oklahoma City. 

2026 Officers  

President                                                                                           
Earl Claybaugh                                                                         

Vice President                                                                                 
Phil Wolfenbarger                                                                                

Treasurer                                                                                                  
Charley Finsel                                     

Parliamentarian                                                                          
Randy Plant                                                                                     

Tour Director                                     
Connie Cook                                       
Website                                                                                                                
Marguerite Claybaugh                                                                                             
 
Newsletter Editor                                                                                           
Marguerite Claybaugh                                                                               
 
Board of Directors 

George Collis                                                                                         
Roy Strom                                                                                         
Denver Woolsey                                                                         

 

Parliamentarian Report  

The Flathead Times is published 

monthly by the Oklahoma City  

Regional Group #64. Other Early 

Ford V-8 Regional clubs have our 

permission to use material from 

the Flathead Times, provided     

that Flathead Times is  

credited as the source. 

http://www.earlyfordv8okc.com
http://www.earlyfordv8club.org
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January is named for the Roman god, Janus. This month is 

known for a fresh start as the year changes from 2025 to 

2026.  

If you haven't already, be sure to check out Fred Selensky’s 

article in the November/December V-8 Times. You can 

find his article on page 53.   

This year our club events will be focused on Route 66 as it 

celebrates its 100-year anniversary. Connie has been busy 

coming up with drives and activities for the club that in-

clude Route 66 in some way. The state of Oklahoma has 

also planned many events throughout the state to mark 

this once-in-a-lifetime occasion.  

Our club’s newsletter, The Flathead Times, has earned the 

Gold Metal Award again this year. Thank you everyone, as 

you have made this award possible. I do appreciate all of 

those who sent in articles to our newsletter this past year. 

Working together has made our newsletter more interest-

ing to read. I encourage you to continue submitting your 

club-related topics to the Flathead Times. It can be as long 

or short as you want.   

Take care and Happy New Year,                                                                         

Marguerite 

 

TOURING 2026 – OKC EARLY V-8 FORD CLUB 

Connie Cook – Tour Director 

Tentative plans for 2026 activities, tours, and drives for 
January through June have been made. 

Be sure to watch the newsletter for specifics and listen for 
announcements and/or changes each month. 

January 10th at the breakfast meeting, we will look at the 
History of Route 66 focusing on places of interest in the 
state of Oklahoma. 

February 20 (Friday) we will gather for lunch at Bedlam 
BBQ. It is located at 610 NE 50th, less than a block east of 
Lincoln Blvd. After lunch we will caravan to The National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum to view the exhibit 
‘Route 66: From Trails to Truck Stops’. 

March 14th is our breakfast meeting. It is also the same 
Saturday as the Stockyards St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Our 
board voted not to participate in this parade this year.   

Instead, on Tuesday, March 17th our club will celebrate 
our own St. Patrick’s Day with a drive along Route 66 to  
El Reno for lunch at Johnny’s for a fried onion burger or 
slaw dog .   

April will include a drive along Route 66 to Chandler and 
the Chander Route 66 Interpretive Center. 

 

 

 

If a starter motor works perfectly on the workbench, why 
won’t it work after its installed?  

I used to be indecisive, but now I’m not so sure.  

If a bottle of poison reaches its expiration date, is it     
more or less poisonous? 

No matter what year your V-8 is, someone knows a friend 
who had one just like it. Except it was . . . 

To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from 
many is called research. 

No matter what fails on a car, there is always someone 
who knew it would.  

Which letter is silent in the work “scent”, the S or the C? 

Why is it that if you drop a tool while working on a car it 
rolls to the very center spot under the car? 

A prospective buyer by attempting to start the engine will 
cause primary wiring failure. 

 

Just Thinking out loud 

Notes from the Editor 

Birthdays 
January 23   Dickk Woolbright 

 
Anniversaries 
No January anniversaries 
  

 

 

                                                

Kaye Sage and Phil Wolfenbarger are slowly healing. 
Phil will have a MRI January 16th to decide if he needs 
surgery on his shoulder.   

Keep Kaye and Phil in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

Beth Plant, RN  

In Touch with Members 
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Among the airplanes built in the late twen-

ties and early thirties, one stood out among 

all the rest, the Ford Tri-Motor aircraft. 

It was nicknamed “Tin Goose” and “Flying Washboard”, appar-

ently reflected the plane’s attributes. “Flying Washboard”     

because of its corrugated external body. “Tin Goose”, perhaps 

because many called Ford’s Model T car, the Tin Lizzie. Writer 

Larry Janoff offers another explanation for the name: “it 

‘waddled’ down the runway like a goose and the three loud 

engines could sound like a goose honking.”  

A trimotor is a propeller aircraft powered 

by three internal combustion engines, 

characteristically one on the nose and one 

on each wing.  

The mere fact that the highly respected Ford Motor Company 

was the builder inspired  public confidence in the airplane 

and in the infant airline business. Ford helped introduce 

many aspects of the modern aviation infrastructure, including 

paved runways, passenger terminals, hangars, airmail, 

and radio navigation.  

Unlike many aircraft of this era its control surfaces the ailer-

ons, elevators, and rudders were not fabric covered; they 

were also made of corrugated metal. Common for the time, its 

rudder and elevators were actuated by metal cables that were 

strung along the external surface of the aircraft. Engine gaug-

es were also mounted externally, on the engines, to be read 

by the pilot while looking through the aircraft windshield. 

Another interesting feature was the use of the hand-operated 

"Johnny brake." 

Ford produced 199 Tri-Motors, very impressive for the era. 

There were several models. Most numerous and most familiar 

of the Tri-Motor family was the 5-AT.  

This was the airplane which gained 

fame worldwide. It was the work-

horse of the airlines in its day. This is 

the airplane which American Airlines 

had presented to the Smithsonian 

Institution.  

The manufacturer turned out 116 5-AT Tri-Motors. Fifteen 

airlines flew them in the U.S. and abroad. Seven industrial 

companies and three branches of the armed services operat-

ed them. Thousands took their first airplane rides in these 

Ford Tri-Motors . Though operated primarily as transports; 

since the late twenties they have been used for a variety of 

purposes, including crop and timber dusters, flying bill-

boards, aerial loud speakers and cargo haulers.   

The impact of the Ford Trimotor on commercial aviation was 

immediate, as the design represented a "quantum leap over 

other airliners."  

Within a few months of its introduction, Transcontinental Air 

Transport was created to provide coast-to-coast operation, 

capitalizing on the Trimotor's ability to provide reliable and 

comfortable passenger service. While advertised as a trans-

continental service, not all of the trip was by air. The airline 

had to rely on rail connections with a deluxe Pullman train in 

New York for the first part of the journey. Passengers then 

met a Trimotor in Port Columbus, Ohio, that would begin a 

hop across the continent ending at Waynoka, Oklahoma. 

From there another train would take the passengers to Clovis, 

New Mexico. From Clovis the final journey would begin on a 

Trimotor ending up at the Grand Central Air Terminal in  

Glendale, California, located just a few miles northeast of Los 

Angeles.  

The Transcontinental Air Transport reduced the coast-to-

coast travel time from 4 days via train to a mere 48 hours by 

train-plane combination. This demanding trip would be avail-

able for only a year before Transcontinental was merged with 

Western Air Service 

Ford Trimotors were also used exten-

sively by Pan American Airways, for its 

first international scheduled flights 

from Key West to Havana, Cuba, in 

1927. Eventually, Pan American      

extended service from North America 

and Cuba into Central and South 

America in the late 1920s and early 

1930s. One of Latin America's earliest 

airlines, Cubana de Aviacio n, was the 

first to use the Ford Trimotor in Latin 

America, starting in 1930, for its     

domestic services.  

‘Flying Washboard’ Makes a Hit                                                                                                                  
Taken from a combination of Ford Tri-Motor articles found on Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
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December 6th the club participated in the annual Cowboy Christmas 

Parade in the Stockyards. After the parade we met at Saltgrass 

Steakhouse to celebrate the end of the year.  

Connie Cook decorating her car.  

Charley Finsel decorating his car.  

Randy and Beth Plant decorating 

their car.  

Randy and Beth Plant with               

their car. 

View of parade from                          

Claybaugh’s car 

Plant’s car in the parade. 

Just some of the people who came to watch the parade. 
The Grinch working      

the crowd. Santa showed up wearing his cowboy hat 

& driving his track utility vehicle. 

Carolyn Jones brought cake to               

celebrate Denver Woolsey’s birthday. 

The club celebrating  

Christmas at             

Saltgrass Steakhouse.  
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Carbon Knocks 
Credit to Western NY Regional Group’s newsletter,                                                             

The Greyhound Express, December 2018 

There are two kinds of carbon knocks. The one you are prob-
ably thinking about is also called spark knock or detonation 
and usually occurs when you have a hot engine, slow it down 
a bit and then step on the gas suddenly.  

But what we are thinking about is a different kind of carbon 
knock which sound like bad bearings and may cause the    
mechanic to pull the engine pan when the bearings are in  
perfect condition.  

How It Can Be Distinguished 

This carbon knock is an actual accumulation of carbon on top   
of the piston which eventually builds up to the point where it 
strikes the cylinder head. Then it gives a mechanical sound 
which is easily confused with a bearing knock.  

While a carbon knock and a bearing knock are quite similar, it 
is possible to distinguish between them. 

To do this you take the throttle arm of the carburetor         
between your fingers and race the engine to about half speed, 
race it up again three or four times. If the knock is easily 
heard while you are increasing the engine speed, the chances 
are you have a loose set of bearings. 

On the other hand, if the knock is rather light or hard to     
distinguish during this test, then try another one.  

Open the throttle to about half engine speed rather slowly, 
then release suddenly. If the knock appears strongest during 
the time the engine is losing speed, it is a rather safe bet that 
you have carbon deposits.  

In other words, bearings knock on the way up and carbon 
knocks on the way down.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Good Luck Hoppin’ John 
 

This recipe came from Channel 4’s 
Mr. Food Test Kitchen. It is                       
televised during the noon news 
program.  

 
Serves 8 
Cook Time 35 minutes 
  
If you want good luck in the New Year, Southerners will tell 
you that you must eat a bowl of Hoppin' John on the first 
day of the year. No one is quite sure how this meal of rice, 
peas, and ham because associated with New Year's, but by 
the 20th century everyone knew about it. Our Good Luck 
Hoppin' John is our version of this traditional favorite!  
 
What You'll Need 
 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
1 cup chopped onion 
2 celery stalks, chopped 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
1 cup chopped cooked ham (about 1/2 pound) 
3 (15-ounce) cans black-eyed peas, undrained 
1 (15-ounce) can diced tomatoes, undrained 
3 cups chicken broth 
1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon black pepper 
6 cups hot cooked white rice 
 
What to Do 

In a soup pot over medium-high heat, heat oil until hot; 
cook onion, celery, and garlic 5 minutes until tender. 

Add ham, black-eyed peas, tomatoes, broth, red pepper 
flakes, salt and black pepper. Bring to a boil, reduce heat to 
low and simmer 25 to 30 minutes. Serve mixture over rice.  

Side Note:                                                                                                                      

Did you know that it's traditional to serve Hoppin' John 
with collard greens and corn bread?  

The beans represent coins, the greens they are served with 
symbolize paper money, and cornbread is for gold. Black-
eyed peas are also traditionally cooked with pork. Pigs    
represent progress and forward momentum. When pigs 
forage for food, they push their snouts forward, symbolizing 
moving forward towards growth and success. 

May 2026 bring you good fortune and prosperity throughout 
the year. 

 

The Glovebox / Ladies Section Tech Tips 

105 year old woman’s remedies to her health 

“For better digestion - I drink beer. In the case 

of appetite loss, I drink white wine. In the case 

of low blood pressure, I drink red wine. In the 

case of high blood pressure, I drink scotch. 

And when I have a cold, I drink Schnapps.”  

“When do you drink water?” 

“I’ve never been that sick.” 

Taken from Western NY newsletter, The Grey-

hound Express , May 2018 
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Local/Regional/National /Events 

 

January 10  Club Meeting at Golden Corral  9:30 am       
   We will look at the History of Route 66. 

February 14  Club Meeting at Golden Corral  9:30 am  

February 20   We will gather for lunch at Bedlam BBQ. It is located at 610 NE 50th, less than a block east      

Friday  of Lincoln Blvd. After lunch we will caravan to The National Cowboy and Western Heritage  
   Museum to view the exhibit ‘Route 66: From Trails to Truck Stops’. 

March 14  Club Meeting at Golden Corral  9:30 am  

March 17    St. Patrick’s Day with a drive along Route 66 to El Reno for lunch at Johnny’s for a           
Tuesday  fried onion burger or slaw dog.   

April 11  Club Meeting at Golden Corral  9:30 am       
   A drive along Route 66 to Chandler and the Chander Route 66 Interpretive Center. 

May 9  Club Meeting at Golden Corral  9:30 am  

June 13  Club Meeting at Golden Corral  9:30 am  

June 20   Drive your V-8 Day 

August 2-7   Peaks & Prairies National Tour sponsored by Big Sky V-8 Regional Group # 153.  
   Tour will include Montana and Wyoming. More information to follow.  

September 20 - 24 Eastern National Meet in Princeton, New Jersey hosted by the Garden State  
   Regional Group #38. For more information contact them at 2026enminfo@gmail.com 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Mailing Address:      
Earl Claybaugh     
201 Richland RD SW           
Piedmont, Ok 73078                                              
 
 
Phone:   405-820-5896  
       
Email:     okcearlyfordv8@yahoo.com 
 
Webpage:  www.earlyfordv8okc.com  
 
Facebook: Early Ford V8 Club-Oklahoma City Regional Group #64     

 
   Like us on Facebook! 

 

See Charley Finsel         
if you still need to pay 

your 2026 dues, 
$30.00.   

https://www.facebook.com/Early-Ford-V8-Club-Oklahoma-City-Regional-Group-64-298402110589288/?ref=bookmarks
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Support the  
OKC  

Early Ford V-8  
Club   
~~~ 

Advertise your   
Business  
Here! 

Please support our  

advertisers that help  

support us! 

2201 North Westminster Road                                    
Oklahoma City, OK 73141 

4431 SE 29th St 
Del City, OK 

405-677-3870 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          

 

Want to sell something?                  

Looking for something? 

We now have ad space available!                    

 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR SALE 

4 New Red Line Tires, 225/70R/14.  These were on my 1959 T-Bird when I just bought it from an          
Estate. I ordered new White Walls, as a Thunderbird looks better with whites. The Red lines were installed 
July 2022. It was parked and the owner has passed away. They were just driven from shop to home.           
Purchased from Coker for $320 each.  Bargain Price $110 each.                             Randy Plant 405-826-1477 

The ad on the 

right is from Jeff 

Simpson. He is in               

Tulsa V-8 Club. 
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January 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Happy 

New Year!  

 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Club Meeting 

Golden Corral 

9:30 am 

11 12 

Board Meeting 

Johnnie’s       

11:00 am 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

20 21 22 23 

Dickk          

Woolbright’s 

Birthday 

24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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